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BACK TO BETHLEHEM

LUKE 2:1-20

INTRODUCTION: Discussing the Christmas story in April seems strange, but in many ways it
may be the most opportune time to objectively consider the birth of history’s most influential
Person.

I.

ACT ONE: A Palace in Rome (Luke 2:1-5)

Luke 2:1-2 “1 Now it came about in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus,
that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth. 2 This was the first census taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria.”
Luke 2:4-5 “4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David,
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in order to register, along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child.”
Micah 5:2 “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from
the days of eternity.”

II.

ACT TWO: A Small Inn in Bethlehem (Luke 2:6-7)

Luke 2:6-7 “6 And it came about that while they were there, the days were completed for her
to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her first-born son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and
laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”
Philippians 2:6-8 “6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and
being made in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”
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III.

ACT THREE: A Hill Outside Bethlehem (Luke 2:8-20)

Luke 2:8 “And in the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields, and
keeping watch over their flock by night.”
Luke 2:9-11 “9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. 10 And the angel said to them, ‘Do not
be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; 11 for
today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.’”
Luke 2:12 “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths, and lying in a
manger.”
Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is
pleased.”
Luke 2:15 “And it came about when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that
the shepherds began saying to one another, ‘Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this
thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.’”
Luke 2:16 “And they came in haste and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as
He lay in the manger.”
Luke 2:17, 20 “17 And when they had seen this, they made known the statement which had
been told them about this Child. 20 And the shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God
for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.”
Luke 2:10-11 “10 And the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good
news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; 11 for today in the city of David there has
been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.’”

IV.

Responses To God’s Indescribable Gift

A.
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God’s Gift Is To Be Acknowledged, Not Ignored
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B.

God’s Gift Is To Be Shared, Not Kept

Luke 2: 17-18, 20 “17 And when they had seen this, they made known the statement which had
been told them about this Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told
them by the shepherds. 20 And the shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that
they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.”
Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Conclusion
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